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Our Mission: Exchange, inspiring communities to become better places to live. 

Our Vision: A strong America, safe communities, and unified people. 

Our Motto: Unity for Service 

 

Fall is officially here – at least that’s what the calendar says. When it’s still pushing 90 ̊ every day it’s 
a little hard to believe! 
 
Periodically we have speakers from the organizations that we distribute grants to in the spring, but 
there are a few groups that I don’t recall ever hearing. One of those groups is The Imagination 
Library. Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a book gifting program that mails free, high-quality books 
to children from birth until they begin school, no matter their family’s income. ¹ Locally it is 
administered through the Art Circle Public Library as The Cumberland County Imagination Library. 
 
The Imagination Library launched in 1995 and initially only distributed books to children in Sevier 
County where Dolly grew up. It became such a success that in 2000 a national replication effort was 
underway. By 2003, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library had mailed one million books. It would prove 
to be the first of many millions of books sent to children around the world. ¹ The State of Tennessee 
pledged to pursue statewide coverage in 2003 and international expansion soon followed.  

¹ 
 www.imaginationlibrary.com/about-us 
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 It is now available to children in all 95 counties in Tennessee. After the United States, the program 
launched in Canada in 2006 followed by the United Kingdom in 2007, Australia in 2013 and 
the Republic of Ireland in 2019. 
 
Dolly Parton and her book gifting organization have been awarded The Good Housekeeping Seal of 
Approval, the Best Practices Award from the Library of Congress Literary Awards and recognition in 
Reading Psychology among other awards. 
 
Braille and Audio books were added to the program in 2011. As of 2016 The Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library began mailing out one million books a month. As of August 2019 there are 1,456,841 children 
registered world wide and 125,030,397 books have been mailed out since the beginning of the 
program. 
The children’s books in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library are selected by an international blue ribbon 
committee of childhood education experts and include many beloved titles. 
 
On the local level the program is supported, in part, by donations. In Tennessee every dollar raised 
locally is matched by the Governor’s Books from Birth Foundation. Children born at Cumberland 
Medical Center are registered before they leave the hospital.  A child registered at birth will 
accumulate 60 books by the time he or she ages out of the program at age 5. What an awesome way 
to encourage our children to be readers! I know I have always told our children and now our 
grandchildren if you can read you can do anything. 
 
Our September speakers were both health related. At our September 6th meeting, Cynthia Whiston, 
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Specialist and owner of Cumberland Hearing Aid Center, spoke 
about hearing loss. Specifically, types of hearing loss, causes of hearing loss and ways to correct 
hearing loss. She also participates in a program to assist low income individuals in testing and 
correcting their hearing. 
 
Also at our first meeting in September, Ken Deadmon was presented with a proclamation from The 
National Exchange Club, recognizing him for his longevity and contributions with our club. Ken is the 
last active charter member of Lake Tansi Exchange club. Scot Warren presented the proclamation 
when he visited our club in August, but Ken was unable to attend. 
 
 

     
 
 
 
Other sources: www.guidestar.org, www.artcirclelibrary.info 

https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/ca/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/uk/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/au/
https://imaginationlibrary.com/ie/
http://www.artcirclelibrary.info/
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The September 20th meeting speaker was Patrick Brumfield from Planet Fitness. Patrick told us about 
the services offered at Planet Fitness to help us to either become fit or stay physically fit. I think 
everyone left the meeting inspired. Check them out at www.planetfitness.com. 
 

    
 

New members Pat and Duane Kessler were inducted into the club at the Septermber 20th meeting. 

Welcome to Exchange Pat and Duane! Pat jumped right into things by volunteering to bake the 

cookies that were served as dessert at our Soup and Salad Dinner on the 27th. The one I had was 

yummy….thanks Pat!  

Speaking of the Soup and Salad Dinner….. I haven’t seen any numbers yet, but it looked to be a 

huge success. Anna was a little (ok, a lot) worried to begin with, but it all came together in the end, as 

it usually does. The soups were all tasty. Tommy Hancock served as our auctioneer and managed to 

sell most of the baked goods on hand. Tim Witherite took over when Tommy had to leave and cleared 

out the last half dozen items as well as the remaining bake sale goodies. Tommy Griffin ran another 

successful 50/50 raffle, too, so it all worked. We had plenty of soup this time around and even sold 

the leftovers by the bagful. 

Ad sales for The Directory close on October 1st so hopefully you’ve all been successful getting yours 

in on time. Tommy and Ginger have done an excellent job assisting the Elams with the work involved 

in collecting and soliciting ads for the book. Many thanks to everyone who sold ads this year as well. 

As many of you already know, member Pat Camachi suffered a stroke after arterial valve 

replacement surgery in August. Pat is currently at Signature of Putnam County rehabilitation facility in 

Cookeville. She would love visitors if you are able to make the drive to Cookeville. Paula Hart, Lake 

Tansi Neighborhood Watch Coordinator and a friend of Pat’s has been the point of contact for Pat 

and her family, so if you need more information than Tim has emailed out, you may want to contact 

Paula and get your information first-hand. 

Our member appreciation picnic was held on September 21st at 4PM. 26 members and spouses 

attended. We had some really good food and just spent some time visiting and enjoying the company. 

I think a good time was had by all. 

We are selling bricks again to go into our Veteran’s Park, so if you have a Veteran you’d like to have 

recognized in Lake Tansi Veteran’s Park they are available again. The POA will install them for us 

http://www.planetfitness.com/
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when we’ve sold all we’re going to. A dedication of the new bricks will take place during the Memorial 

Day Festival in May. 

Lake Tansi Exchange Club once again participated in the Lake Tansi Fall festival. Members braved 

the heat and humidity to man our table talking about Exchange to anyone who would listen, offering 

veteran’s bricks for sale and collecting corrections for the phone book portion of our directory. 

The One Nation under God breakfast has been moved for this year due to a shortage of members 

available to help. Instead of being held Veteran’s Day weekend as usual, we will hold in on February 

22nd. Not ideal, but we’ll make it work for this year.  

Trunk or Treat is coming up in October. Lake Tansi will hold Trunk or Treat on October 31st from 5-7 

PM.  If you’d like to participate, it’s fun to sit out and distribute candy to the kids. Come on out, bring 

your lawn chair and decorate your trunk. If you’d like to donate candy, bring a bag to one of the 

October meetings and we’ll collect it to distribute. 

A final note….mark your calendars….the Tennessee District Exchange Club Mid-Year Conference 
will be held in Murfreesboro on Saturday, February 8th. 

 

October Exchange membership anniversaries: 

 

Betty Schoch – 5 years 

Patricia Stricklin – 6 years 

Dave Kopp – 6 years 

Betty Quast – 12 years 

Mike Ferry – 16 years 
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October Birthdays: 

10/3 – Julia Manecke 

10/9 – Casey Cox 

10/9 - Sally Rogers 

10/14 – Dennis Schloerke 

10/14 – Barb Sullins 

 

 

 

October Anniversaries: 

10/2 – Linda and Paul Carothers 

10/19 - Joe and Anna Holmes 

10/25 – Mary and Lars Vesper 

10/30 – Steve and Marcia Hiltabidle 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary that I have missed, please let me know. 

 

   


