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Our Mission: Exchange, inspiring communities to become better places to live.
Our Vision: A strong America, safe communities, and unified people.
Our Motto: Unity for Service
April was a busy month for Lake Tansi Exchange Club. We put out our pinwheel garden on Dunbar
Rd. and placed our sign and more pinwheels at First National Bank in observance of National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, placed a bench on the playground near the Thunderbird in memory of longtime member Jerry Davenport, picked up trash on Dunbar Rd in conjunction with Lake Tansi’s
Community Clean-up, attended the Tennessee Exchange State conference in Memphis and finished
it off with a take-out spaghetti dinner and bake sale.
We had a good turnout to place pinwheels on Dunbar Rd and at the bank on April 6th. Did you see the
pictures in the Smoke Signals? Then the following Friday, John Lyon, Paul Durland and Les Elam put
the sign up at the bank.
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The same week, we placed a bench on the playground by the Thunderbird in Memory of Jerry
Davenport. Many thanks to Dennis Schloerke for building the bench for us.

We had 12 volunteers come out to pick up trash on Dunbar Road April 17th. Pictures of our crew are
in the current edition of the Smoke Signals as part of the Lake Tansi clean-up article. We weren’t
identified as Exchange members in the photo captions, but it did mention us in the article. With so
many volunteers, it didn’t take long and Dunbar always looks so good after we’re done…. At least for
a few days.
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April 23rd thru the 25th, Judi Hartman, Anna Holmes, Tim and I attended the Tennessee Exchange
State Conference in Memphis. It was a great conference. We had great speakers and the Doubletree
Hotel was really nice. Lake Tansi Exchange Club won awards for our scrapbooks for 2019-2020 and
2020-2021. We also won the Attendance Award and the E.W. Sprague Award.

During our free time, Tim and I managed to sample some Memphis barbecue, walked down to Beale
Street and had a chance to wander through the lobby of the Peabody Hotel where the National
Convention will be held in September. I can’t wait to go back then!
On Friday, April 30th, we held our Spaghetti Dinner as a take-out only event with a bake sale. We
made about half what our Spaghetti Dinner usually makes, but we kept it alive for another year. I
think that makes it a success.

We also had two good meetings in April. At our first April meeting, Judi Hartman reported on the
leadership conference she had just attended in Memphis. She also showed us the new New Member
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Orientation video that the National Exchange Club has released. I learned several things I didn’t know
about Exchange. At the second April meeting, new member Jean Smith was inducted and Ranger
Mark Houston and Bobble the owl from Cumberland Mountain State Park shared information about
the State Park and facts about owls. We had 26 members and guests in attendance, plus 3 members
on Zoom. Our biggest meeting in the last year!

The Golf Tournament is coming together well. We have received a very positive response from the
sponsorship letters that were mailed out. The food is well in hand and other related chores have been
assigned and are being handled. The next golf committee meeting will be held May 5th at 9AM at the
Thunderbird. All are welcome to attend, please do.
Also, keep in mind the Chicken BBQ is coming up on July 4th. More information will follow. Tim has
found some new chicken flippers among our newest members. He plans to have a committee this
year to help handle all of the jobs that go along with the barbecue. He’ll begin organizing around May
1st.
Our Lake Tansi Directory is online and fully operational. Some residents have opted out, since the
information will be available to the world, as opposed to our little local directory, but it should be a
useful tool going forward. All of the information from the “blue pages” at the front of the old directory is
there as well.
The National Exchange Convention will be held at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis, September 8-11.
Registration packets are not available yet, but we’ll keep you posted. As I said before, I can’t wait to
go back!
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Our next meeting will be May 7th. The meeting will be an in-person meeting at the Hiawatha. Social
distancing will be observed, and masks will be required. We’ll offer a Zoom option for those still
uncomfortable with meeting in person. New members Dan Smith and Randy Welsh will be inducted in
to Exchange and we’ll take care of other business, including a board meeting immediately following.
On May 21 the Assistant District Attorney for Cumberland County who prosecutes crimes against
children will be our speaker. Don’t miss it!
If you’d like to drop Pat Camacci a note or send a card, her new address is:

Pat Camacci
2500 Martin Pkwy
Apt. 230
Commerce Township, MI 48390
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May Exchange membership anniversaries:
Anna Holmes – 8 years

May Birthdays:
5/5 – Tim Witherite
5/12 – Les Elam
5/15 – Jena DeMars
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May Anniversaries:
5/9 – Lena and Greg Upchurch
5/19 – Susan and Jeffrey Dowell
5/30 – Michele and Paul MacDonald

If you have a birthday or anniversary that I have missed or reported incorrectly, please let me know.
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