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Is everybody ready to cook and serve a mess of chicken on the 4th of July?!?
I think our chairpersons have pretty much got their ducks in a row now we just have to
show up and do it. Thanks in advance to all who volunteered to work on this event.
Without volunteers I couldn’t happen.
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To give your brains a rest before the barbecuing begins, I searched for some fun facts
related to the 4th of July. This information came from a blog belonging to Tim
Brunnicardi on the Hocking College website. Hocking college is located in Nelsonville,
OH, in case you didn’t know that. (I didn’t)
1. We Didn't Actually Declare Independence on the 4th of July
One of the greatest misconceptions of the 4th of July lies in the name and date. It is widely
believed that America declared their independence from Britain on July 4, 1776.
However, the official vote actually took place two days before and the “Declaration” was
published in papers on July 4.

2. The Designer of the 50-Star Flag Lived in Lancaster, Ohio
In 1958, a history teacher assigned a class assignment to redesign the national flag as
both Alaska and Hawaii neared statehood. Robert G. Heft, who was 16 at the time,
designed a new flag using the old 48-star flag and $2.87 worth of blue cloth and white
iron-on material. His design earned him a B-minus to which he challenged by sending it to
Washington D.C. to be considered by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
According to his obituary, Heft was one of thousands to submit a flag design but he was
the only person who actually stitched together a flag and shipped it to D.C.
Once the flag was selected, Heft's grade was rightfully changed to an A. His design
became the official flag in 1960.

3. Americans Will Enjoy 150 Million Hot Dogs During the 4th
According to the National Sausage and Hot Dog Council (NHDSC), Americans are
expected to eat 150 million hot dogs over the July 4th holiday. This is part of an
estimated 7 billion that are expected to be eaten during the summer season from
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Memorial Day to Labor Day. (I hope for our sake they take a break from hotdogs and pick
up barbecued chicken for the 4th!)

4. Only Two Men Signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776
Charles Thompson and the infamous John Hancock were the only two men who
actually signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The other 54
delegates signed over the course of the next month.

5. There is Something Written on the Back of the Declaration of Independence
... and no, it isn't a treasure map written in invisible ink.
According to the History Channel, a simple message is written upside-down across
the bottom of the signed document that reads, "Original Declaration of Independence
dated 4th July 1776."
According to the same article, no one knows who wrote this or when, but it was believed
to have been added as a label during the years of the Revolutionary War when parchment
was frequently rolled up for transport.

6. One Signed Later Recanted the Declaration of Independence
Richard Stockton, a lawyer from New Jersey, became the only signer of the
Declaration of Independence to recant his support of the revolution after being
captured by the British in November 1776 and thrown in jail. After years of abusive
treatment, and his recanting of loyalties, Stockton was released to find all of his property
destroyed or stolen by the British. His library, one of the finest in the colonies, was
burned to the ground.

7. The Average Age of The Signers Was 45 Years

3

Of the 56 signers, the youngest signers, Thomas Lynch Jr. and Edward Rutledge of
South Carolina, were only 26. However, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania was the
oldest signer at 70 years old.
8. The Declaration of Independence Was Written on a Laptop
... Okay, not a modern laptop, but still. Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of
Independence on a writing desk that could fit over one's lap. This device was referred
to at the time as a "laptop."

9. Men Love Fireworks... $1 Billion Worth
According to the American Pyrotechnics Association, Americans spend more than $1
billion on fireworks each year. Out of this, only 10% of firework displays are set off
professionally, which probably accounts for the estimated 12,900 firework-related
emergency room visits across the country.
According to Fortune Magazine, of those injuries occurring between June and July,
almost 70% were experienced by men.

10. Bottoms Up With 2x the Rum
On the second anniversary of Independence Day in 1778, American troops were fighting
the American Revolutionary War. During this time, George Washington ordered a
double ration of rum for American soldiers to celebrate the holiday with.

11. Fireworks = An American Tradition Dating Back to 1777
Fireworks date back as a tradition of Independence Day as early as the first anniversary in
1777.
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John Adams wrote in a letter to his wife, Abigail, that he wanted Independence Day to
be celebrated with pomp, parade, shows, and "Illuminations." This original letter was
written when Adams presumed that Independence Day would be celebrated on July 2.

12. A Much Smaller Start
Although an official national census was not completed until 1790, the U.S. Census
Bureau estimates that there were only about 2.5 million people living in America in 1776
when the Declaration of Independence was signed.
As of 2017, it has grown to become home to 325.7 million people.

13. Wearing Old Glory Violates The U.S. Flag Code
How many of you own a flag t-shirt, beach towel, shorts, headband, or any other item that
is representative of the U.S. flag? Turns out that you're in violation of the U.S. Flag Code.
The U.S. Flag Code states that you are in violation if you sell or display any “article of
merchandise. . . upon which shall have been printed, painted, attached, or otherwise
placed a representation of [the flag... in order to] advertise, call attention to, decorate,
mark, or distinguish the article or substance on which so placed.”
That being said, in this instance, the Flag Code is not enforced or even enforceable, so
don't worry - you won't get arrested by the Flag Police.

14. Bizarre 50th Anniversary
Thomas Jefferson, 82, and John Adams, 90, both died on July 4, 1826 within five
hours of each other on the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

15. A Little Late to the Parade
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July 4th was not deemed a federal holiday until 1870, nearly 100 years after the nation
was founded.
Now that you are armed with these 15 fun facts, go forth and enjoy your barbecue. ¹
By now you’ve probably seen the summary of our golf tournament on June 4th. We made
a few changes some of which didn’t work, but what did, worked beyond expectations.
We’ll be changing back what didn’t work for next year. I think we still had a very successful
tournament.

Thank you
Jean Smith for the pictures. I never had a chance to take any, so I grabbed some off the
Facebook page!
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More Golf Tournament pics.
Lake Tansi members are making it a point to make the most of our Chamber of
Commerce membership. Several members attended the Chamber coffee get together on
June 9th. It was sponsored by our own Tammy Lapp and Star Realty. There was a Happy
Hour event a month or so ago that some of our members attended as well. These are
great opportunities to make contacts and get our name out in the community.

At our June 17th meeting we distributed our community donations for the year. All of the
organizations who applied are deserving and we did our best to fulfill their requests.
Organizations receiving donations were The Salvation Army, Kids on the Rise, the
TAD Center, Imagination Library, Art Circle Library Teen Summer Reading Program,
Roane State STEM Camp, CASA, Lake Tansi Welcome Committee and the Stephens
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Center. Representatives from each spoke for a few minutes to tell us how their
donation is used.

We also had an awesome breakfast spread. We really need to bring that back to all our
meetings…. after the chicken barbecue.
The Tennessee District Convention was held June 11th at the Holiday Inn in Cookeville.
The District tried a one day event this year to keep costs down and I think it was a
winner. And speaking of winners, Lake Tansi Exchange Club cleaned up this year. We
won the Scrapbook Award, the Newsletter Award (thank you very much!) and Tim
Witherite took home the John Hood Exchange Member of the Year Award 2021-2022
as well as the McKenzie (Ken) Roberts District Director Award 2021-2022. We missed
out on the attendance award because although we had quantity and quality, we lacked
distance. 13 people travelling 45 miles didn’t beat a small group that came from the
Memphis area. Oh well, we can’t be greedy! And we should be proud of the great
attendance by our club!
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The Tennessee District Mid-Winter conference is tentatively scheduled for December
3rd in Jackson, TN. More information to follow. Mark your calendars!
The National Convention in Greenville, South Carolina is coming up fast. The cutoff
form making hotel reservations at the group rate has passed (June 27th) but
registration for the Convention is still open. Convention registration needs to be in by
July 14th. Optional tours are up on the convention page on the National Exchange Club
website now, too. The Hyatt Regency looks like a great hotel. Tim and I are looking
forward to going and then taking a week off the grid afterwards.
At our regular meeting on Friday, we’ll tie up any remaining loose ends on the Chicken
BBQ and get a Field of Honor update.
The Field of Honor is the last major event we have this year, I think. This is an event
like no other and truly breathtaking to see in person. It will take everyone’s help to pull
this off, but we can do it! Watch for updates as this project comes together over the
coming months.
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The Field of Honor/Healing Field at the National Convention in Memphis.

If anyone is interested in keeping in contact with Herb and Carolyn Pallat and still
needs contact information, their new address is
7517 Ensemble Lane
Melbourne, FL 32940

Our next regular meeting is Friday, July 1st. See you there!

¹ blog.hocking.edu/15-fun-facts-about-the-fourth-of-july.4 Jul 2019.
Thanks again to Jean Smith for all the pictures I “borrowed” from the Facebook page.
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July Exchange membership anniversaries:
Gus Rogers – 6 years
Sally Rogers – 6 years
Joni Witherite – 6 years
Steve Brady – 7 years
Barb Sullins – 8 years
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July Birthdays:
7/7 – Susan Dowell
7/10 – Jon Stewart
7/11 – David Harty
7/12 – Duane Kessler
7/13 – Pat Smith
7/19 – Anna Holmes
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July Anniversaries:
7/26 – Mike and Tina Ferry

If you have a birthday or anniversary that I have missed or reported incorrectly, please let me know.
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