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Our Mission: Exchange, inspiring communities to become better places to live. 

Our Vision: A strong America, safe communities, and unified people. 

Our Motto: Unity for Service 

  

Oooh! It’s getting close now. The Field of Honor is almost here! Twenty-four Exchange 

members and friends gathered on October 4th to assemble the flags – except for the 

gold balls because they came late. Fifteen more Exchange members and friends met 

on October 17th and added the balls. 500+ flags are ready to go. I’m sure there are a 
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lot of us who will breathe a sigh of relief once this is done, but it’s going to be 

AWESOME! 

 

  

 

Dan Smith announced at our meeting on the 21st that we had raised $52,934 to that 

point and it’s still coming in. On October 24th County Mayor Alan Foster signed a 
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proclamation recognizing the Field of Honor. Five members of Lake Tansi Exchange 

Club were present. We definitely have a tiger by the tail here! 

 

The Field of Honor isn’t all we have going on in November. We’ve cancelled the 

Holiday Happening this year. It’s just too much on top of the Field. Judi Hartman is 

taking pre-orders for nuts; in case you haven’t already heard. Last I heard pre-orders 

have been brisk. 

We will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army again this year. Our location is Kroger 

on the 26th of November. That’s the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Contact Judi 

Hartman if you haven’t signed up yet and would like to. There were still spots available 

after the meeting last week. This is the Salvation Army’s only fundraiser. Here’s a little 

history behind this fundraiser. 

In San Francisco during December of 1891, Salvation Army Captain Joseph Mc Fee resolved 

to provide a free Christmas dinner to the area’s poor, but he had no way to pay for all that 

food from his own pocket. ¹ This was his one major hurdle to overcome -- funding the project. 

 

He lay awake nights, worrying, thinking, praying about how he could find the funds to fulfill his 

commitment of feeding 1,000 of the city's poorest individuals on Christmas Day. As he 

pondered the issue, his thoughts drifted back to his sailor days in Liverpool, England. He 

remembered how at Stage Landing, where the boats came in, there was a large, iron kettle 

called "Simpson's Pot" into which passers-by tossed a coin or two to help the poor. ² He lay 

awake nights, worrying, thinking, praying about how he could find the funds to fulfill his 

commitment of feeding 1,000 of the city's poorest individuals on Christmas Day.  
 

The next day Captain McFee received permission to place a similar pot at the Oakland Ferry 

Landing at the foot of Market Street. He placed it in a conspicuous location, so that it would 

be seen by all going to and from the ferry boats. Beside the pot, he placed a sign that read, 

"Keep the Pot Boiling." He soon had the money to see that the needy people were properly 

fed at Christmas. ¹ 

 

 

 

 

 

¹https://www.salvationarmy.org/nhqblog/news/2010-12-02-the-story-of-the-red-kettle 

²https://www.salvationarmyusn/red-kettle-history/ 

https://www.salvationarmy.org/nhqblog/news/2010-12-02-the-story-of-the-red-kettle
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Six years later, the kettle idea spread from the west coast to the Boston area. That year, the 

combined effort nationwide resulted in 150,000 Christmas dinners for the needy. In 1901, 

kettle contributions in New York City provided funds for the first mammoth sit-down dinner in 

Madison Square Garden, a custom that continued for many years. Today in the U.S., The 

Salvation Army assists more than four-and-a-half million people during the Thanksgiving and 

Christmas time periods and Red Kettle funds provide for a vast range of services and 

programs that serve 30 million Americans year-round. 

Captain McFee's kettle idea launched a tradition that has spread not only throughout the 

United States, but all across the world. Kettles are now used in such distant lands as Korea, 

Japan, Chile and many European countries. Everywhere, public contributions to Salvation 

Army kettles enable the organization to continue its year-round efforts at helping those who 

would otherwise be forgotten. ² 

We always have a good time. You can work one or two hours for your shift, and you 

can bring a chair if that’s too long to stand.  

 

Time is running out to secure a room for the Tennessee District Mid-Winter conference. 

The conference will be Saturday, December 3rd in Jackson, Tennessee at the 

Doubletree Hotel. A group rate of $114 per night has been established for the hotel for 

Friday and/or Saturday nights. Call the hotel and make your reservation by November 

1st to be sure you get the reduced rate.  The primary speaker will be National 

Exchange President David Johnson. It’s earlier than usual this year because 

Mississippi District would like to participate and there were concerns about travel in 

January or February. It will be a one-day conference again, but since it’s a pretty good 

drive from here you may want to spend at least Friday night there to be at the 

conference for breakfast on Saturday. The phone number for the hotel is 731-664-

6900. Just tell them you’re reserving for the TN District Exchange Conference. It’s a 

$25 per night discount, so it’s a pretty good deal.  

 

¹https://www.salvationarmy.org/nhqblog/news/2010-12-02-the-story-of-the-red-kettle 

²https://www.salvationarmyusn/red-kettle-history/ 
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Registration forms have been sent out for the conference itself. Registration is due in 

by November 18th. If you decide to drive over Friday, there will be an optional social 

event on Friday night for anyone who is interested in participating. We will be going to 

a restaurant in Jackson for dinner, but the location has not been chosen yet.  

 

We have been asked to participate in Brown Elementary’s Book and a Blanket project 

again this year. Dr. Speich would like books for grades 3-5 this year. Walmart has 

fleece throws again this year for $3.78 in case you happen to be in there. I’ll be 

collecting through December, so we have time yet. 

 

The date is set for the Stephens Center Christmas Party. We’re doing pancakes with 

Santa again because it was it seemed to be a hit last year. Mark your calendars for 

December 10th. Thank you to Tim Brown for volunteering to fill the Santa suit this year! 

 

National Day of Service was October 22nd. We collected a lot of diapers and feminine 

products to donate to the Stephens Center at the October 21st meeting. Les and Judi 

Elam and Dan and Jean Smith dropped everything off at the Stephens Center 

Crossville office on Saturday, October 22nd. What a haul! 

 

 

I don’t have any more news about Pat Camachi’s move to Good Samaritan here in 

Crossville. As soon as I have more information, I’ll share it with the club.  
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I still have an address for Herb and Carolyn Pallat if anyone needs it. 

Our next regular meeting is Friday, November 4th. See you there! 
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November Exchange membership anniversaries: 

David Harty – 2 yrs 

Lynne Harty – 2 yrs 

Jon Stewart – 4 yrs 

Mary Vesper – 4 yrs 

Ginger Wade – 5 yrs 

Joe Holmes – 18 yrs 

Larry Robertson – 18 yrs 

 

 

November Birthdays:   

11/1 – Judi Hartman 

11/3 – Randy Welsh 

11/4 – Judi Elam 

 

 

November Anniversaries: 

11/7 – Dan and Jean Smith 

11/19 – Anna and Joe Holmes 

11/21 – David and Lynne Harty 

11/30 – Steve and marcia Hiltabidle 

 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary that I have missed or reported incorrectly, please let me know.   
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